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COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

The following comments were received after the close of the 45-day Public Comment
period for the UCI Medical Center Long Range Development Plan Environmental
Impact Report. The 45-day public review period began on October 18, 2002, and
concluded at 5:00 p.m. on December 2, 2002. The following comments and University
responses to these comments will be provided to The Regents of the University of
California for consideration in approving the Long Range Development Plan and
certification of the Environmental impact Report.
The following information is summarized in the table below: (1) a list of entities that
submitted comments on the Draft EIR; (2) the reference code that is used in this
document to identify individual remarks made by the commenters; and (3) the page
numbers in this document where a copy of each comment letter followed by UCI’s
response may be found.
LIST OF LATE COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT EIR
Commenter

Reference Code

Page Numbers

Department of Toxic Substances Control

G

2-4

Department of Transportation

I

14-16

H

5-13

State Agencies

County of Orange
Planning & Development Services Dept.

Comments received on the University of California, Irvine Medical Center Long Range
Development Plan Draft EIR after the close of the public comment period are
reproduced in their entirety, followed by the University of California’s response to each
comment. For each comment letter, comments are numbered in marginal notes and
are responded to individually.
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Response to Comment Letter G – California Department of Toxic Substances Control
G-1

A discussion of current and historical uses at the UCIMC is contained in Section 3.5.
Information regarding any accidental releases or spills is listed in Table 3.5-2 on page
3.5-8. The incidents listed in Table 3.5-2 either required no action, or remedial action
was completed or deemed unnecessary.

G-2

See Response to Comment G-1.

G-3

Necessary actions for the investigation and remediation of any hazardous substances
are detailed in Standard Conditions and Requirements for Impact 3.5-2 (SCAQMD Rule
1403) and in Mitigation Measures 3.5-2(a-d), 3.5-4(a-d), and 3.5-5(a-e).

G-4

Necessary actions for the investigation and remediation of any hazardous substances
that may be present in soil or groundwater are detailed in Mitigation Measure 3.5-5(a-e).

G-5

See Response to Comment G-3.

G-6

The comment is hereby noted.
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Response to Comment Letter H – County of Orange
H-1

The comment is hereby noted.

H-2

The comment addresses concerns with aesthetics, public safety and security resulting
from the adjacency between the proposed parking structure in the northeast area of the
Medical Center Site and indoor and outdoor facilities at the existing County of Orange
Juvenile Hall. The comment requests that the University ensure that the proposed
parking structure development afford safety and security to Juvenile Hall occupants, and
that the Orange County Probation Department and County Public Facilities and
Resources Department be consulted in the design and implementation of mitigation to
reduce potential impacts resulting from the parking structure.
The LRDP includes a land use plan that identifies general land use zones and building
sites. As identified in Exhibit 2-11 of the Draft EIR (DEIR) a general site for a parking
structure is identified in the southeast area of the Medical Center Site. If the parking
structure is implemented, specific building siting and design studies will be conducted.
Mitigation Measure 3.1-1 describes options to be considered by the University when
considering the specific siting and design of this LRDP facility that will reduce aesthetic
impacts.
As described in Exhibit 2-11 the parking structure site is located directly north of the
Juvenile Hall Building and northwest (i.e. nonadjacent) to the Juvenile Hall outdoor
recreation yard. The parking structure will be set back approximately 60 feet from the
southern property line. This setback area will include a two-lane roadway and
landscaping. This would result in a minimum distance between the parking structure
and Juvenile Hall Buildings that would exceed 100 feet. As a comparison, the City of
Orange zoning ordinance requires a setback of 10 feet from the property line for a
comparable facility in the local community. Therefore, the parking structure site provides
a minimum setback that substantially exceeds the comparable local community
standard.
The commentor notes the lack of a public safety section in the Draft EIR as well as
public safety and security concerns that would result from implementation and operation
of the parking structure. While there is no section in the DEIR dedicated solely to public
safety, public safety issues are addressed in several sections of the DEIR. These
include Hazardous and Hazardous Materials (Section 3.5) and Public Services (Section
3.10). Additionally, while the Land Use section (Section 3.7) does not discuss public
safety issues, it does discuss and analyze the potential incompatibility of land use issues
related to the proposed parking structure adjacent to the Orange County Juvenile Hall
(Impact 3.7-2 on page 3.7-16).
Section 3.1 of the DEIR includes analysis of the aesthetics effects resulting from
construction of the Parking Structure at this location. This analysis resulted in the
determination that there would be a significant aesthetic impact on Juvenile Hall, with
Mitigation Measure 3.1-1 identified to reduce the significance of this impact. As
described in Mitigation Measure 3.1-1 (page 3.1-8 of the Draft EIR), the UCI Medical
Center shall address and implement an option(s) to reduce these visual impacts
associated with the seven-story parking structure adjacent to the Orange County
Juvenile Hall facility. These include, but are not limited to, relocation of the parking
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structure, reduction of parking structure height, and visual buffering of the uses.
Because the mitigation measure includes the possibility of including other options, this
mitigation measure can also be applied to the public safety issues discussed in Items A
through D of this comment. These could include, but would not be limited to, such
options as: (1) architectural screening or other barriers on the sides of the parking
structure facing Juvenile Hall (2) additional setbacks or landscape buffers, (3) “stepping”
of the parking structure to increase the setback of upper floors, (4) installing
video/electronic surveillance systems, or (5) designing the night lighting so as to prevent
disturbance to Juvenile Hall residents or hindrance to security systems.
As part of the implementation of Mitigation Measure 3.1-1 a consultation meeting
involving representatives from Juvenile Hall/Orange County Probation Department,
Orange County Public Facilities and Resources Department, and the UCI Medical
Center will be scheduled by the University prior to initiating the design of the southeast
parking structure. The purpose of this consultation meeting will be to identify measures
that can be incorporated into the design of the parking structure to address aesthetics
concerns and ensure the safety and security of Juvenile Hall staff, visitors, and resident
minors to the maximum extent feasible as described above.
These options, or others discussed at the consultation meeting would further the
following objectives: (A) prevent contraband from being dropped inside the Juvenile Hall
property from the parking structure; (B) reduce the probability of escape attempts via the
parking structure; (C) prevent glare from night lighting from disturbing the staff,
residents, and camera systems; and (D) ensure residents’ privacy and anonymity.
Based on the analysis in the DEIR, and the additional information provided above, the
finding that implementation of Mitigation Measure 3.1-1 will reduce Aesthetic Impact 3.11 to a level of Less than Significant will remain unchanged.
H-3

The comment addresses aesthetic impacts on the Juvenile Hall facilities and states that
the DEIR should include specific visual simulations from the Juvenile Hall facilities for
both Phase 1 (proposed Modular Building) and full LRDP implementation (southeast
parking structure). The comment further states that Mitigation Measure 3.1-1 does not
include possible options to reduce adverse visual impacts
The proposed modular building (Phase 1) and the southeast parking structure (full LRDP
implementation) will be developed in general consistency with local planning and design
standards. The proposed modular building will have a minimum setback of 60 feet from
the property line and 100 feet from the Juvenile Hall Building. As described above, the
southeast parking structure will conform to these the same setbacks (which exceed local
City of Orange standards for similar facilities). The architectural character, materials,
and colors of the buildings will be consistent with recently completed buildings in the
vicinity of the Medical Center. These two proposed buildings will include high-quality
perimeter landscaping consistent with local standards that will further reduce visual
impacts.
Section 3.1.6 of the DEIR addresses impacts to views from Juvenile Hall. This analysis
identifies a significant impact to views from the Juvenile Hall facility and identifies
Mitigation Measure 3.1-1 to reduce these visual effects to a Level of Less than
Significant. As described in Response to Comment H-2 above, Mitigation Measure 3.1-1
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includes options identified to address aesthetic impacts. Although Section 3.1.6 does not
include exhibits of visual simulations specifically from Juvenile Hall facilities, exhibits 3.14, 3.1-5, 3.1-6, and 3.1-7 provide visual simulations of proposed development in the
southern area of the Medical Center, depicting future views from the vicinity of County of
Orange Facilities at Dawn Way/City Drive and Interstate-5.
As described in Response H-2 implementation of Mitigation Measure 3.1-1 will include a
consultation meeting for the purpose of identifying items that can be included in the
project design that will address aesthetic and other effects on Juvenile Hall and adjacent
facilities.
Based on the analysis in the DEIR and information provided above, the finding in the
DEIR that Significant Impact 3.1-1 will be reduced to a Level of Less than Significant
through the implementation of Mitigation Measure 3.1-1 will remain unchanged.
H-4

The traffic analysis contained in section 3.11 and Appendix F of the DEIR identifies
impacts resulting from LRDP implementation to roadways within the study area including
the intersection of Dawn Way and City Drive (referred to as “City Way at City Drive” in
the DEIR). The LRDP Traffic Analysis found that a significant impact would occur at this
intersection as a result of LRDP implementation and other local development. Mitigation
Measure 3.11-4 identifies improvements that will reduce these impacts to a level of Less
than Significant and identifies a funding mechanism for the University to funds it fair
share of these improvements.
Section 3.11-4 of the DEIR describes potential impact on local circulation that could
occur as a result of construction traffic. While this impact is identified as Less than
Significant, Mitigation Measure 3.11-1 is identified to reduce these impacts. This
Mitigation Measure requires coordination of construction traffic to minimize traffic
conflicts on local roadways. Implementation of this mitigation measure will include
consideration of impacts to the loading area and other circulation at Juvenile Hall. As a
part of implementation of Mitigation Measure 3.11-1 the University will schedule a
consultation meeting with the County of Orange Probation Department to discuss
Juvenile Hall traffic activities and identify methods for construction traffic coordination.

H-5

The short-term exposure of people to asbestos-containing materials, lead based paint,
and other hazardous substances is discussed in Impact 3.5-2 (page 3.5-15) and Impact
3.5-3 (page 3.5-17). While not specifically mentioned in that discussion, impacts to
persons in the open recreation yard at the Juvenile Hall, adjacent to the demolition
activities at the UCI Medical Center, would be the same as, or less than, those
discussed in the Draft EIR as these off-site areas are further from the source of these
materials. Additionally, as discussed in Mitigation Measures 3.5-2 and 3.5-3, a
decommissioning plan for areas suspected of containing hazardous materials would be
prepared and proper site preparation will be required for these areas in order to contain
any hazardous materials. Development of the decommissioning plans will include
evaluation of all sensitive receptors and other populations that could be impacted by
demolition activities and will incorporate appropriate measures to protect health and
safety of these individuals. With implementation of the mitigation measures listed above,
the impact from demolition would be Less than Significant.
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As a result of implementation of the mitigation measures listed above the impact to
Probation Department employees and the Juvenile Hall resident minors from demolition
would remain Less than Significant as described in the DEIR.
H-6

The analysis in Section 3.12 of the DEIR identifies future demand for utility services and
analyzes any potential impacts on the provision of these services to the project and
surrounding community. Based on this analysis no significant impacts were identified for
electrical service, water supply, or natural gas service. Utility Service demand during
construction phases associated with implementing the LRDP would not exceed the
overall demand figures identified in Section 3.12 of the DEIR, therefore there would be
no additional impacts to Utility Services. Additionally, the UCI Medical Center
“Emergency Preparedness Plan” (revised April 2001) has contingency plans for onsite
casualties and emergency utility/service provide failures, and supply shortages. In
response to the request in this comment for a documented risk management
contingency plan, this document is available for your use at the UCI Medical Center by
contacting Emergency Management Coordinator Scott Martin (714) 456-3491. As part
of this emergency preparation and in addition to the Emergency Preparedness Plan, the
UCI Medical Center maintains a system of back-up electrical generators in case of
power failures. Consistent with State requirements these generators are tested on a
regular basis. As such, it is not anticipated that an electrical failure specific to the UCI
Medical Center would affect any other electrical users in the vicinity.

H-7

The commentor raises a concern that inadequate parking supply at the Medical Center
may result in Medical Center affiliates using the County of Orange Parking Structure
located south of Dawn Way. Sections 2 and 3.11 of the DEIR describe parking supply
and demand during project construction. As described in detail in response to comment
D-19, adequate parking will be provided off-site during construction operations through
the use of off-site parking facilities as listed in Table 2-12. As adequate parking supply
will be provided to serve demand during construction, no impacts to the County of
Orange Parking Structure were identified in the DEIR.

H-8

The commentor notes that security issues related to fire and police access near Juvenile
Hall are not addressed in the Draft EIR. The UCI Medical Center understands that fire
and police services are essential to the continued safety and security of staff, visitors,
and resident minors at the Juvenile Hall facility. As described Response to Comment H4 Implementation of Mitigation Measure 3.1-1 will include consultation with County of
Orange staff to identify methods for coordination of construction traffic to reduce the
impacts on to vehicular circulation at County or Orange facilities.

H-9

Section 3.8.5 of the DEIR provides analysis of potential noise impacts on adjacent uses,
including Juvenile Hall. Potential construction noise impacts on Juvenile Hall were
assessed in the same manner as if the facility was a typical residential area. This section
identifies short-term outdoor noise impacts to Juvenile Hall Facilities that would result
from construction activities. As described in this Section of the DEIR “Activities occurring
directly adjacent to the Juvenile Hall will generate significant noise levels at the facility.
The majority of the activity will generate noise levels below 90 dBA with average noise
levels in the 75 to 90 dBA range during periods of peak activities. Indoor noise levels
will be approximately 12 dB lower for rooms with open windows and 20 dB lower for
rooms with closed windows.”
12

University of California, Irvine
Medical Center
Long Range Development Plan

Final EIR–Response to Comments Received After the Close of Public Comment Period

As described on pages 3.8-7 through 3.8-10 of the DEIR the threshold for significance
for noise impacts includes compliance with the City or Orange Noise Ordinance. The
City’s Noise Ordinance excludes control of noise generated by construction activities
between 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on weekdays and Saturdays. As construction activities
near residential areas including Juvenile Hall will comply with these time restrictions,
these activities will not result in a significant impact. While this impact was determined
to be Less than Significant, Mitigation Measure 3.8-1 (a-e) identifies measures to reduce
these noise impacts to the extent feasible, including the provision of noise barriers at
locations where construction would be adjacent to sensitive receptors such as Juvenile
Hall.
H-10

The comment is hereby noted.
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Response to Comment Letter I – California Department of Transportation, Division of
Aeronautics
I-1

The Comment is hereby noted.

I-2

The heliport is not proposed to be relocated as a part of this project. If future relocation
is considered, the UCI Medical Center will contact the Department of Transportation
Aviation Safety Officer as requested.

I-3

If the heliport is proposed to be relocated in the future, appropriate environmental
documentation will be conducted as requested.

I-4

Review of Exhibits 2-25 (Existing Facilities), Exhibit 2-24 (Phase 1 Completion), and
Exhibit 2-11 (LRDP Planning Framework) in Volume 1 of the DEIR confirms that no new
structures are proposed that would further encroach on the heliport approach/departure
flight patterns. Please see Response to Comment D-11 (City of Orange) for a
discussion of potential impacts from Helicopter operations related to two recently
proposed residential projects within the City of Orange.

I-5

The Department of Transportation District 12 provided a separate comment letter to the
University dated November 26, 2002 that addresses surface transportation issues.
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